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MT EMERALD WIND FARM – COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE  

AGENDA/ MEETING MINUTES  

Date  13/06/2019 Time  4:10 – 5:30  

Venue  Walkamin Community and Sports Club Hall 1 
Kurrajong Road, Walkamin  

 

  

Attendees 

Bronwyn Dwyer Dr Steve Turton (Indep Chair)   Paul McDonald 

Jim Carey John Hardy  David Reynolds 

John Parmenter Don Lennox   

Apologies 

Terry Johannesen Steve Lavis Sam Musumeci 

Ross Iraci Gerry Turpin   

 

No.  Item / Discussion/ Action  Responsibility  Due date  

1  Welcome, Introductions and apologies  
 

    

2  Pecuniary interests, minutes from last meeting 
No pecuniary interests  
Previous meeting 28/02/19 – Confirmed: JH, 

Second: DR 
 

 Note  

3  Purpose of Group – Communication and 
Representation  
Independent Chair Steve Turton remind CCC of the Charter.  
The key element is to respect everyone else’s view to enable 
the group to function better and for information to flow.  

 

Chair  

4   Roles, Rules, Responsibilities  
 

Chair    

5  Project Update    
Construction progress 

- Majority of construction related works complete 
with subcontractors demobilising from site 

- Some work remains, but is awaiting engineering 
guidance. This work may require rock breaking. 

- RAC planning to conduct some site improvement 
works following finalisation of construction works 

- These items planned for completion prior to start 
of wet season 

 
Operational Progress 
- January to May – 205.69GWh of electricity 

generated. Slightly higher than expected. 
- 3 month services completed on all turbines 
- 12 month servicing has commenced 

 
PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM 
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- The site is currently being constrained by 
Powerlink/AEMO as a result of grid maintenance in 
central QLD. This is the reason for large numbers of 
turbines not operating during the day. No 
constraints on the sites operation at night time. 
RAC is working with Powerlink/AEMO to resolve 
constraint issues. 

 
Noise monitoring 
- Marshall Day Acoustics (MDA) have installed noise 

monitoring equipment at 5 locations at the end of 
April as part of the compliance noise monitoring 

- Sonus has been engaged to audit MDA’s 
assessment and report. Secondary noise 
monitoring equipment has been installed at one 
location to verify the data collection and enable 
detailed auditing. 

- Data collection will need to be extended due to 
current grid constraints to allow collection of data 
during full operational conditions 

- Second round of noise monitoring is planned for 
November 2019 to collect seasonal data 

 
Environmental Compliance 
- 4 Elements Consulting conducting monthly site 

inspections in accordance with the Bird and Bat 
Implementation Plan 

- Representatives from Dept. Environment and 
Energy attended site in June. No issues were 
identified during their site visit.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM 

6  Community meetings 
- Nil  

 

   

 7 Community Benefit Fund 
- First round of funding has been distributed. Slightly 

over 100K remaining for second round of funding 
for 2019. 

- Applications close for Round 2 on 31 July 2019 

- Successful recipients from Round 1 listed on MEWF 
website 

- Concern expressed over applicants being 
disadvantaged by not being able to produce 
professionally presented/prepared applications  

PM: applications were assessed on their merits 
and alignment with the Objects of the Trust, 
not presentation or grammar 

- How should applicants improve their chance of 
success 

PM: clearly define how the application aligns 
with the Objects of the Trust (listed within CBF 
Guidelines – Terms and Conditions). Quotes 

 
Note 
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also assist review of scope and the planning 
that has gone into the proposal. 

- Acquittal process 

PM: recipients will be expected to provide 
confirmation that the funds have been used for 
the approved purpose. The fund will undergo 
an auditing program to ensure funding and 
distribution occurs properly. 

 

8  Group Discussion 
- Query regarding access to site in the future 

PM: Access will only be allowed by prior 
arrangement. Due to UXO risk and the 
operational demands of the site will prevent 
any uncontrolled access being possible. 

- Grand Opening / Open Day 
Likely to occur in August. Opening to occur 
mid-week, with public open day to occur on 
following weekend. More details will be 
circulated to committee and in local media 
when available.  
PM to notify CCC when date is confirmed. 

 

 
Note 
 
 
 
 
PM 

 
 
 
 
 
TBC 

10  Information Sharing/ Information requests  
- Nil 
 

   

11 Next meeting – timing and location   
- Proposed for lead up to opening/open day 
 

 
 ST/PM 

  

 


